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The African Society of International Law (AfSIL) is pleased to announce that its sixth annual
conference will take place in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania on the 27 and 28 October 2017. The
theme of this year’s conference is ‘International Law and Natural Resources in Africa.” In
2015, the UN General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
While the 2030 Agenda is guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the UN Charter
it is also very much in congruity with African Union Agenda 2063. The goals prescribed in
these documents are grounded on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, international
human rights treaties, the Millennium Declaration and the 2005 World Summit Outcome.
Hence, the Goals are in theory consistent with each other and mutually reinforcing.
Nevertheless, the intricacies involved in their implementation, and the challenges resulting
therefrom remain unclear. Their concurrent implementation raises a number of questions.
Food systems depend on fossil fuels not only during the agricultural phase but also processing
and distribution. Food production has environmental consequences for peoples across national
boundaries. Soil erosion, land and water contamination and deforestation are only a few of the
consequences that agriculture, mining and energy exploration have on the environment. In
fact, natural resources exploration activities impact the environment and the use of natural
resources as much as it is impacted by them. While the challenges involved in the concurrent
implementation of the Goals change from region to region, the province of international law
in dealing with natural resources problems is very uncertain. With its abundant natural
resources and yet, massive economic development needs, Africa stands out as the continent
most impacted by these challenges than any part of the world. It is therefore no surprise that
in addressing the means of implementation of the Goals, the 2030 Agenda acknowledges the
special situation of the African countries. It expressly reaffirmed ‘the importance of
supporting the Africa Union’s Agenda 2063 and the programme of the New Partnership for
Africa’s Development’.
Although the 2030 Agenda emphasizes the need to pursue the Goals with full respect to international
law, it is by no means clear whether international law provides a regulatory and institutional
framework that enables the parallel implementation of the Goals in an equitable manner. The present
Conference aims at debating how international law can contribute to the promotion of sustainable
agriculture and energy concurrently with the promotion of the Goals. Furthermore, the conference will
discuss how mining in Africa has been/has not been regulated or protected by international law. In this
regard, the objective of the Conference is to bring together practitioners and academics in the fields of
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law, economics and political science to discuss different aspects of sustainable agriculture and natural
resource challenges and suggest possible ways of how these challenges can be addressed in an
equitable manner from both national and international law perspectives.

Specific topics for discussion
With focus on specific issues affecting African countries, the AfSIL invites submission of
abstracts from practitioners and academics in the field of international law, economics and or
political science interested in the subject, with an emphasis on one of the following topics. In
preparing their contributions, prospective authors are encouraged to look at the intersection of
international, regional and domestic law.

I.

Conceptualisation of the debates on Natural Resources in Africa
1) The Regulation of Natural Resources through International Law
2) Natural resources and development in Africa: An economic perspective
3) Natural resources in Africa: a political science perspective

II.

Natural Resources and Sustainable Agriculture

III.

Natural Resources and Sustainable Electric Energy

IV.

Natural Resources and Fossil fuel.

V.

Sustainable and Equitable Hard-rock Mining.

Guidelines for the Submission of Abstracts
AfSIL invites abstracts (between 500-700 words) from scholars, practitioners and policy
makers. Authors will be selected based on their abstracts submitted in response to this Call for
Papers. Abstracts must be received by 1ST June, 2017. Authors selected for the conference
must submit a draft paper between 5000 and 9000 words by 1st September 2017. Authors of
selected abstracts will be notified by 30th June, 2017.
Abstracts should be submitted via email to uchee@uark.edu or
yenkong.ngangjohhodu@manchester.ac.uk copying info@afsil-sadi.org along with the
author’s name, affiliation and contact details. Please indicate in the subject line of the email
which Theme your abstract corresponds. Selection of papers will be based on abstracts as
assessed through a blind process by a three person committee.
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Venue and Expenses
The Conference will be held in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and participants will cover their own
expenses.

Important Dates
[01/06/2017 ] Deadline for the submission of abstracts
[30/06/2017 ] Notification of authors
[ 01/09/2017] Deadline for submission of papers
[ 27-28/08/2017] Conference

Output
It is envisaged that the selected papers will be published as an edited volume
Programme
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