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The Protection of Diplomatic Personne not the first book on diplomatic immunities by
Professor Craig Baker, of the University of Suséexv School, nor is it the first he has
contributed on matters of international law, havpubplished, namely, the second edition of the

Encyclopedic Dictionary of International Lawith John P. Grartt.

This new book by Baker offers a good overview furse interested by the specific question of
the protection of diplomatic personnel and paradyl on how it plays out on the international
field.

The issues raised by the author are of particugarést in the present political circumstances.
Although the diplomatic situation has always bergife, the recent changes in international
terrorism have had an impact on the componentshefquestion regarding the security of
diplomatic personnel. These changes have meantthiapublic has been more affected by
terrorist attacks, but also that diplomatic immynilthough maybe a bit less than in the past
century, is still at stake. Under the impressiot tithis may be an underestimated and
underdeveloped angle, we come to understand tp&indatic personnel are still very much at
risk, and in spite of recent developments, the @am@ntation of their protection remains strewn
with obstacles. While this book gives us more @festern perspective, by analyzing discussions
between states in the process of adopting meaghesauthor manages to present the reader with

other concerns that are felt throughout the world.

Barker stays mainly in the international domain diplomatic protection, giving us a
comprehensive study of the evolution of measureknlosophical currents and analyzing in

depth the more recent conventions, such asviena convention on Diplomatic Relatiook
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1967 and the United Nation€onvention on the Punishment of Crimes Againgrationally
Protected Persons including Diplomatic Agenfs1973. By examining the procedures leading
to the adoption of these conventions, the problerosght to the table, the dissensions, and the
realities and short-comings faced by the implentemtaof these documents, Barker helps the
reader grasp the subject at hand. The author eeanmiore practical aspects of the problem as
well, going in depth of some of the most importatiacks that have taken place on diplomatic
personnel and infrastructures, such as the Telostage case of 1979 and the East African U.S.
embassy bombings of 1998. He uses these examptiesrtonstrate the forces and flaws of most
measures taken on by the international communitye duthor allows himself to analyze more
deeply the questions surrounding the United Stati@isation. Being so present across the world,
and the most important actor in international refet, the specifics of the legal and
infrastructural solutions the U.S. has taken ornvig® a very particular, if not very interesting,

case study.

In exposing his argument, Barker guides the readwothly from one point to the next, making
the historical and theoretical comprehension easgrasp. Although the annexes only concern
specific questions concerning the United Statesy #upplement the reading very well by giving
the reader, for example, a model report to the ddniNations on attacks upon diplomatic
personnel. The very thorough bibliography and talblauthorities are also very helpful tools for

any reader wishing to go further in their studyref matter.

As Baker sums it up in his concluding chapter, gheblem does not lie within “the question of
protection, in particular those relating to invioility and the special duty of protectidn’on
which the international community seems to agreerdither on the day-to-day, political crisis to

political crisis, observance of diplomatic protedaiti
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